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in the wake of 2 marked increase in
the numhber of cases of 1) fover after
outbreaks en dairy goot fams in the
tatherbudy durieng 2072009, Wepdane
Hlans et al now preent 4 new cases of
vascular infection from that countey and
review an additibnal 34 patients from
the likerature. The 5B patients, 49 of
whens were e, rangad in age froem 30
to B3 years (mears, &4 vears. Infection
imvulved synthetic vascular grafts in 25
ared a horogradt ic 1 opatient, the re-
mainder afexcted aortic aneurysms. The
ahdomingl asrta was inwled B 32
135% ], the tharaic anrta in f, and the
tharaces-abdominal anrta in &, whereas
splenic fenwral, pupliteal, aud subclavi-
arteriss were cach afected
Forty patients (6% presested with
fover and 43 (M%) with abdeminag or
furshar pain (9 pationis had spundyli-
tish, whereas 23 [43%) reported weight
Inss. Seventeen pationts had  vascular
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complicativas & presentation: vasculir
rupture {9 acrto-on beric fistula G, and
thromboembaolism (43, Seven pationts
had para-aortic absesses. The majority
did not have evidence suggestive of m-
docarditis, and onlv 2 had a definitive
diagnesis of this conspliation,

the disgnosis was nude serdlogically
in 45 patients, whereas in the remainder,
it was made by cubure sr polymerase
chain peaction. Highlem paticnts were
treated with doxyeycline alome, and 23
reveivad this wetmoyclioe together with
hydrxychloroquine: most of the re-
maatmder receved a Mumrequinolone with
o without rilampie. Most patients re-
ceived antibietic therapy for at loast 18
manths, Forty of the 3o pafents for
avaibible
were treated surgically, generally by re-
setion  of the
segnawent with diher anatomic or extra-

whars  the information was

offerading  vascular
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anatevic grafting., Pourteen  patients

24 died, tneluding 7 who usderwent
cuber surgery and 7OUTO%) whae had
nepsurgical managerent none of the

19 whise managensent wis nt sprcitied
died.

e Putch puthreak of O fever, which
began in 2007 and has cawed synpto-
matic infection in =4000 patients, has
provided an opporwnity @ explore a
number of aspects of the disease. A
weent sasecentral study from the Seth-
urlands found that & history of vabadar
surgery, the presence of 3 vascular pros-
thesis, an aneurvsm, renal busefticienay,
and older age were imdependent risk
factors tor the development ot proven
shesnic (F fover [1] The maost trequently
ientified endivascular infestion due o
O, burnstit B endocarditis, but exiracar-
diac vascdar infections have also been
previously identifted. in BAE Foursicr
o al dscribed 7 onew patients with
Coxiefly bumetii infection of ancurysms
ar vascular grafts and mviewed the avail-
able literature 2], They swternatically
examminad ateurysms or grafic removed
frome 103 patients undergoing surgery
amd discovered O burnetii in 2, both of
whem proved to have serological titers
wonsistant with chronic Q fever. Both
patients had nenspoific sysemic symp-
tems that inchided fover, A 2000 review
of 10 new cases, wegether with 3 from
the liwrature, repertad that B25% of
putionts were febrile, and half reported
weight loss {3 Approximately half the
aases invoboed ancurysms, and halt in-
sodvadd vasadlar grafts, The mortaliny rawe
was 25%, oftert as the revul of vascular
rupture.

A Dutch wonsm s satement address-
g chremic 7 fever has been published {4]
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Ramht a4l howewr, hawe chadbmged
the aversll concept of chinic (3 fmer
wd suggest instead the use of oriteria
for just 2 relevant diagroses: €) fever vo-
docardiis and wasaslar infuction 5] A
justgasitibns of  these  artides  shenes
sgning confusion regarding the issue of
persisting infection with this ebligate in-
tracellubar puthogen as wdll ax the need
fur the dinician vo maintain dertnes w
its presence. Fourrier ot 8l sugpgested tha
o burna @ sendogy e cowtinely carried
our febrik
flness, pain, or waght ks in pabents

n ases of unexplainad

with & histery of underlying vasaular
disease” Positron emission tomographic
scanning has heen used o identify ases
of irmahemant of vascular strustures {66
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